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ENV IR ON MENT A L C LEA RANC E OF  ST A TE  F UNDED EXEM P TED PRO JE CT S  

Under Indiana code IC 13-12-4-5, the Indiana Department of Transportation has determined certain types of projects to be exempt 
from the State Environmental Policy Act requirements outlined in 327 IAC 11.  As this project has been determined to be excluded 
from the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements outlined in 40 CFR 1502.22 (b) it meets the requirements of the 
State Environmental Policy Act.  As long as funding, approval, and permitting requirements remain the same as reported on this 
form, at letting this project is exempted under 327 IAC 11-1-3, sec. 3. (e) (1).  The following table demonstrates the exemptions 
agreed upon by the Indiana Department of Environmental Management and the Governor of the State of Indiana in accordance with 
327 IAC 11, and under the authority of IC 13-12-4 and 13-14-8. 
 
SCOPE OF WORK 
 
INDOT and IDOA recognize that state-owned excess right-of-way exists at various locations throughout the state. This land provides 
no function to the state highway system in terms of serviceability or maintenance, and prohibits development of the property for 
productive use for residential, commercial, agricultural, or other private or public use.  
 
Additionally, state-ownership of land may reduce the availability of real estate that is subject to property taxation; revenue which 
could benefit the community as a whole. Selling such excess parcels of land would benefit the above causes, as well as providing the 
potential for additional revenue to the state from the proceeds of the sale. 
 
Parcel 52 is located 0.86 mile northwest of the intersection of U.S. 50 and State Road (SR) 48 on the east side of SR 48 in Dearborn 
County, Indiana.   
 
 
Statements of Disclosure: 
 
With regard to above-ground resources for Parcel 52, no buildings are located on this parcel, which is a grassy lot with some trees 
along the eastern boundary. Nonetheless, the Indiana Register of Historic Sites and Structures (State Register) and National Register 
of Historic Places (National Register) lists, and Indiana Historic Sites and Structures Inventory (IHSSI) information for DeKalb County 
was checked by an INDOT- Cultural Resources Office (CRO) historian who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional 
Qualification Standards per 36 CFR Part 61. The State and National Register information and the IHSSI information was referenced 
through the Indiana State Historic Architectural and Archaeological Research Database (SHAARD) and the Indiana Historic Buildings, 
Bridges, and Cemeteries Mapping (IHBBCM). No listed or IHSSI properties are recorded on the parcel. The only items that appear to 
be on the parcel are utility poles, fencing, and right-of-way markers. INDOT-CRO does not think that the parcel contains any historic 
buildings or structures and no further work is recommended before its sale. 
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LA 3114, Parcel 52 
Excess Parcel 
Ron Bales, INDOT-Environmental Services Division 

 
With regards to archaeological resources, Beard (1990) surveyed the SR 48 right-of-way corridor adjacent to excess parcel 3115-52. 
This section of the project area was described as, “a steep sided bedrock drainage lined with a mixture of mature woods and second 
growth woods” (Beard 1990:14). The presence of intact archaeological sites to be located in this portion of the project area was 
considered unlikely due to the steep sides of the valley and extent of erosion. No sites were identified in the area investigated 
around the parcel. SHPO concurred with the results and recommendations of the reconnaissance in a letter dated November 6, 
1990. Soils in the project area range in slope from 12% to 25% and are eroded to severely eroded. 2006 aerial imagery shows ground 
disturbance occurring in the parcel during the clearing and grading for SR 48 while 2019 streetview images reveals that the parcel is 
a ravine. Given these factors, it is recommended that the sale of excess parcel 3114-52 be allowed to proceed without additional 
archaeological study. 
 
SHPO concurred on November 26, 2019. 
 
 
 

Check all 
that apply 

Exemption 
number Project type 

 1 Pipe culvert replacement 

 2 Bridge painting 

 3 Mowing 

 4 

Installation, modernization or maintenance of signs, traffic signals, 
pavement markings, highway lighting, and channelization within the 
existing right-of-way 

 5 Patching and crack sealing of roadway surfaces 

 6 Resurfacing existing pavement 

 7 Guardrail and fence installation or repairs 

X 10 
Right-of-way abstracting, engineering appraising, property management 
and administration 

 11 Landscaping and erosion control 

 12 
 Safety projects such as pavement grooving, flare screen, safety barriers, 
and energy attenuators 

 13  Addition or reconstruction of railroad crossing protection 

 15 
Reconstruction or replacement of an existing bridge crossing a stream, 
railroad, or roadway 

 16 
Addition of special facilities to an existing highway for the exclusive use 
of buses 

 17 
Slide correction measures which are not emergencies but are necessary 
to preserve the highway facility 

 18 

Modernization of an existing highway by widening less than a single line 
(sic.) width, adding shoulders, adding auxiliary lanes for climbing, turning 
or weaving, and correcting substandard curves and intersections 

(Please check all that apply) 

 
 
_X_This project is to receive no federal funding, permits, approval that would lead to NEPA requirements. 
_X_This project does not qualify as a “Major state action as defined under 327 IAC 11-3-4.  
_X_ Furthermore, this action fails to meet the definition of “Significantly affecting the quality of the human environment” as defined 
in 327 IAC 11-3-6.   
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LA 3114, Parcel 52 
Excess Parcel 
Ron Bales, INDOT-Environmental Services Division 

 
These conclusions were ascertained by a study of the work type (as listed above) and the accompanying documentation. 
  __X__ INDOT approved Red Flag Investigation 
  __X__ Historical/Archeological Survey 
  __X__ Other 
 
As the Responsible Official for INDOT as defined in 327 IAC 11-3-5, I have reviewed the documented information and attest to the 
validity of this exemption based on current knowledge of the project and the existing known environment.   
 

 

 

Ronald Bales 
Environmental Policy Manager  
Division of Environmental Services 
Indiana Department of Transportation 
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Appendix A:

Cultural Resources (Section 106)







INDOT Excess Parcel 
Historic Sites and Structures Screening Form 

 
Date: 10/31/19 
 
LA Code/Parcel#:  3114-52 
 
Associated Project Name/Des. #:  SR 48 Improvement from SR 148 to US 50/Project ST-5015 (B) 
 
Legal Description: Sections 9 & 16, Township 5 North, Range 1 West  
 
Township: Lawrenceburg   
 
City/County: Dearborn County 
 
Information reviewed (please check all that apply): 
 
USGS map                Aerial photograph     
 
SHAARD    
 
Previously completed archaeology reports      
 
Previously completed historic property reports       Interim Report     
 
Other (please specify):   Streetview imagery, SHAARD; Indiana Historic Buildings, Bridges, and Cemeteries Map 
(IHBBCM) 
 
Beard, Thomas C. 
1990  Archaeological Field Reconnaissance, Project ST-5015 (B), SR 48 Improvement from SR 148 to US 50.  
Report on file, Indiana Department of Transportation, Cultural Resources Office, Indianapolis, In. 
 
List of Attachments: 
 
Relevant pages from 1990 Archaeological Report & SHPO review letter 
 
Portion of USGS 7.5’ series Aurora, In topographic quadrangle showing parcel location & nearby archaeological 
sites 
 
1990, 2006, and 2016 aerial images 
 
Portion of USGS 7.5’ series Aurora, In topographic quadrangle showing parcel location & IHSSI properties 
 
2016 aerial image showing parcel location & IHSSI properties 
 
Above-Ground Summary: 
 
With regard to above-ground resources for Parcel 52, no buildings are located on this parcel, which is a grassy lot 
with some trees along the eastern boundary.  Nonetheless, the Indiana Register of Historic Sites and Structures (State 
Register) and National Register of Historic Places (National Register) lists, and Indiana Historic Sites and Structures 
Inventory (IHSSI) information for DeKalb County was checked by an INDOT- Cultural Resources Office (CRO) 
historian who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards per 36 CFR Part 61.  The 
State and National Register information and the IHSSI information was referenced through the Indiana State Historic 
Architectural and Archaeological Research Database (SHAARD) and the Indiana Historic Buildings, Bridges, and 
Cemeteries Mapping (IHBBCM).  No listed or IHSSI properties are recorded on the parcel. The only items that 



appear to be on the parcel are utility poles, fencing, and right-of-way markers. INDOT-CRO does not think that the 
parcel contains any historic buildings or structures and no further work is recommended before its sale.     
 
Archaeology Summary: 
 
With regards to archaeological resources, Beard (1990) surveyed the SR 48 right-of-way corridor adjacent to excess 
parcel 3115-52.  This section of the project area was described as, “a steep sided bedrock drainage lined with a 
mixture of mature woods and second growth woods” (Beard 1990:14).  The presence of intact archaeological sites to 
be located in this portion of the project area was considered unlikely due to the steep sides of the valley and extent of 
erosion.  No sites were identified in the area investigated around the parcel.  SHPO concurred with the results and 
recommendations of the reconnaissance in a letter dated November 6, 1990.  Soils in the project area range in slope 
from 12% to 25% and are eroded to severely eroded.  2006 aerial imagery shows ground disturbance occurring in the 
parcel during the clearing and grading for SR 48 while 2019 streetview images reveals that the parcel is a ravine (see 
below).  Given these factors, it is recommended that the sale of excess parcel 3114-52 be allowed to proceed without 
additional archaeological study. 
 

 
 
INDOT Cultural Resources staff reviewer(s):  Shaun Miller and Mary Kennedy 
 
***Pursuant to Indiana Code 14-21-1-14, the Indiana Department of Transportation on behalf of the Indiana 

Department of Administration is hereby notifying the Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology of its 
intent to offer for sale or transfer the property listed above and described in the attached document.  We request 
that the division inspect the property and notify the Indiana Department of Transportation of the location of each 
historic site or historic property within 30 days of receipt. 
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Appendix B:

Red Flag Investigation



From: Mathas, Marlene
To: Hinkle, Meghan
Cc: Bales, Ronald
Subject: RE: LA Code 3114, Parcel 52 Environmental request: Excess Parcel. SR 48, Dearborn County, Indiana
Date: Wednesday, February 24, 2021 7:07:27 AM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
LA 3114-52 Site Location Aerial.pdf
LA 3114-52 Site Location.pdf

Meghan -
 
LA Code 3114 Parcel 52 is located 0.86 mile northwest of the intersection of US 50 and SR 48 on the
east side of SR 48 in Dearborn County.  LA Code 3114 Parcels 5368 Parcels 300, 301, 304, and 307
were cleared in an RFI dated March 25, 2014.
LA 3114 Parcels 50B, 66, 77 RFI.pdf
The subject parcel is located 0.03 mile southeast of Parcel 50B, and Parcels 50B, 66, and 77 are
included on the attached maps for reference.
 
The 2014 RFI indicated that no impacts were found to Parcels 50B, 66, and 77.   A review of the 0.5
mile search radius maps for Infrastructure, Water Resources, Mining/Mineral Exploration, Hazardous
Material Concerns, and Ecological (to include endangered bat species) GIS layers indicated that no
new impacts to Parcel 52 were found.
 
I will put this e-mail in ProjectWise to document the desktop review.
 
Thanks!
Marlene
 
 
Marlene Mathas, CHMM
Site Assessment & Management (SAM) Team Lead
Environmental Policy Office
INDOT Environmental Services Division
PHONE # (317) 694-8284
Office Hours:  7:30 AM to 3:30 PM
 
The Site Assessment and Management (SAM) Manual can be found at
https://www.in.gov/indot/4170.htm
Be sure to refer to the updated information in the SAM Manual for document preparation and
submission.  
 

From: Bales, Ronald <rbales@indot.IN.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 09, 2019 10:06 AM
To: Mathas, Marlene <MMathas@indot.IN.gov>; Kennedy, Mary <MKENNEDY@indot.IN.gov>;
Miller, Shaun (INDOT) <smiller@indot.IN.gov>; Todd, Kristi (INDOT) <KTodd1@indot.IN.gov>; Hinkle,

mailto:MMathas@indot.IN.gov
mailto:MHinkle@indot.IN.gov
mailto:rbales@indot.IN.gov
pw:\\indot-pw.bentley.com:indot-pw-01\Documents\Environmental%20Services\Excess%20ROW%20Sales\Parcels%202013\October%20parcels\3114%20SR%2048\RFIs\LA%203114%20Parcels%2050B,%2066,%2077%20RFI.pdf
https://www.in.gov/indot/4170.htm
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Red Flag Investigation - Site Location
SR 48, 0.86 Mile Northwest of the Intersection of US 50 and SR 48 


LA 3114 Parcel 52
Dearborn County, Indiana


LA 3114 Parcel 52


LA 3114 Parcel 50B
LA 3114 Parcel 77


LA 3114 Parcel 66


AERIAL MAP


This map is intended to serve as an aid in graphic 
representation only. This information is not warranted 
for accuracy or other purposes.


Sources:
Non Orthophotography 
Data - Obtained from the State of Indiana Geographical
 Information Office Library
Orthophotography - Obtained from Indiana Map Framework Data
(www.indianamap.org)  
 Map  Projection: UTM Zone 16 N    Map Datum: NAD83
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Red Flag Investigation - Site Location
SR 48, 0.86 Mile Northwest of the Intersection of US 50 and SR 48 


LA 3114 Parcel 52, Excess Parcel
Dearborn County, Indiana
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Sources:
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 Information Office Library
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Appendix C:

Parcel Documentation
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